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Graham outlines plans for Alter and new year
Xavier remains open despite 
cold weather, safety a concern 
By SABRINA  BRoWN
Editor-in-Chief
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Staff  Writer Maddie 
Day outlines upcoming 
events to take place dur-
ing Xavier’s Alternative 
Breaks Week.
Xavier Board of  
Elections to host 
upcoming events
By LyDIA  RoGERS
Staff  Writer
President, Fr. Michael Graham, 
S.J, recently outlined his hopes for 
the university in an open letter to 
the Xavier community.
The letter, dated Jan. 16, out-
lines a number of  key tenets of  
the university’s mission, purpose 
and identity, including a copy of  
Xavier’s newly-updated mission 
statement.   
“The task of  this moment, it 
seems to me, is this: together to 
define and then to shape the uni-
versity (that) Xavier will be not 
only tomorrow, but in 10 and 20 
and 30 years,” Graham said.
Graham calls on members of  
the administration to assemble a 
plan that will help the university 
accomplish its goals and fulfill its 
mission, stressing the importance 
of  thoughtful reflection in creat-
ing and executing a plan that will 
help Xavier stay competitive in 
the higher education market while 
staying true to its principles.
“We are…engaged not only in 
doing a great deal, but likewise in 
planning a good deal – indeed, en-
gaged in what is, in my experience 
of  Xavier University, an unprec-
edented amount of  planning,” 
Graham said.
However, Graham also sug-
gests the administration must 
form this plan in a timely manner 
to be effective in making neces-
sary changes to the university.
“We need, as quickly as possi-
ble, to put this significant institu-
tional planning behind us and be-
gin executing against the agenda it 
will provide us,” he said.
Graham specifically mentions 
Alter Hall as showcasing these 
“perils of  such deferral,” though 
Graham said the plans for the 
building’s future are solidifying.
“Planning for the overhaul of  
Alter Hall is virtually complete as 
we pursue a variety of  initiatives 
begun several years ago to make 
it financially prudent to proceed 
with (the) project later this spring,” 
Graham said.
Graham also said that he ex-
pects the committee reviewing 
Xavier’s Core curriculum to re-
lease its findings, including pos-
sible models for a new set of  re-
quirements, soon.
In addition, exploratory com-
mittees have been working to de-
velop “Seeking Integration and 
Wisdom: The Xavier Way,” a doc-
ument that is intended to more 
finely articulate the university’s 
mission and identity and develop a 
long-term strategic academic and 
financial plan.  
According to Graham, the 
Office of  Mission and Identity 
will be hosting discussions about 
“The Xavier Way” for community 
members in the near future.  
“The Xavier Way” establishes 
that Xavier as a Jesuit and Catholic 
university must “seek encounter 
with the world around us – not 
tolerate it or bemoan it,” Graham 
said.
Graham said he will also discuss 
“The Xavier Way” with Cincinnati 
Archbishop Dennis Schnurr.
Furthermore, the diversity 
cross-functional team, one of  the 
10 groups that Graham commis-
sioned to evaluate various aspects 
of  university operations and poli-
cy in July, will present a report of  
its findings to the community later 
this month.
“Together, we have the abil-
ity to strengthen the character of  
Xavier University that will guar-
antee its vibrancy far into the fu-
ture,” Graham said.
The 2014 Spring Executive 
Election is approaching and the 
Board of  Elections has come up 
with a number of  events that will 
help the student body become 
more familiar with this year’s 
candidates. 
The public campaign period 
will begin Feb. 2. The Board of  
Elections will be hosting its first 
event from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 5. 
“This will be a fun night where 
the candidates will get to sing 
karaoke in the GSC (Gallagher 
Student Center) Atrium,” Board 
of  Elections Chair Jayson Lerman 
said. 
The next event will take place 
Feb. 7 during the campout for 
the Providence game during 1831 
Week. From 6 to 8 p.m. the can-
didates will be handing out hot 
chocolate and socializing with the 
students waiting in line.
The final event will be a debate 
from 6-8 p.m on Feb. 11. and will 
take place in the GSC Atrium. 
These events will be optional for 
the candidates. 
The Board of  Elections has 
also made an alteration to the cam-
paign process for this year’s elec-
tion. There have been no changes 
made to the official Election Code. 
However, using the McCorran 
Clause, which allows the Board 
to make changes not provided for 
in the Code, the Board voted 5-0 
to prohibit the use of  any music 
during outdoor campaigning time 
this year. 
“This was done as a courtesy to 
the community because we have 
four candidates, and four differ-
ent sets of  music playing loudly 
would be very disturbing during 
class hours,” Lerman said. “It also 
forces the candidates to be more 
creative in how they garner sup-
port and get their messages out to 
students.”
The Spring 2014 Executive 
Election will take place February 
12-14. The polls will close at 4 
p.m. Students will be able to place 
their votes on the MyXU Portal.
With the extreme cold of  the 
past few weeks, Xavier students 
have huddled around their phones 
and computers, anxiously hoping 
for a text or call from XU Alert 
Me to inform them of  the fate 
of  their classes, on-campus jobs 
and other Xavier-related activities. 
Much to their dismay, their daily 
routine has frequently remained 
uninterrupted. 
The fates of  these daily rou-
tines lie primarily in the hands 
of  Provost Dr. Scott Chadwick, 
Senior Vice President and Chief  
Financial Officer Beth Amyot, 
the Xavier University Police 
Department (XUPD) and the fa-
cilities team — those in charge of  
clearing the sidewalks, parking lots 
and streets on campus.
“The facilities team is amazing. 
They [and XUPD] are out there at 
4 a.m. in the cold making it safe 
for the rest of  us. It’s great work 
that they do,” Chadwick said.
The process begins with an as-
sessment of  the campus by XUPD 
and the facilities team. 
“Typically when weather looks 
like it’s moving in, the police are 
already here, and the facilities 
people will come in around three 
or four in the morning or earlier 
to start working on things, and 
they make an assessment of  if  we 
can get the parking lots, sidewalks 
and streets cleared and safe by 
whenever the start of  the day is,” 
Chadwick said.
From there, an email is sent to 
Amyot and Chadwick with said 
assessment. If  they feel campus is 
safe for students, faculty and staff, 
the day continues on as usual. If  
uncertainty arises, a conference 
call between XUPD, facilities, 
Amyot and Chadwick is scheduled 
for around 5:30 a.m.
“We consider nearby condi-
tions and the weather forecast, 
including wind chill. If  classes will 
be affected, the class schedule is 
examined. Overall, our decisions 
are guided by safety for students, 
faculty and staff.,” Amyot said. 
“We do look at things like 
county weather alerts and emer-
gencies if  they have been issued. 
If  they have not, we also take that 
into account. Beth and I jointly 
have the responsibility to make 
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Voting for the SGA 
Executive Election 
will open at 8 p.m. on 
Feb. 12 and close at 4 
p.m. on Feb. 14.
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President Vladimir 
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The Student Government 
Association (SGA), X-TREME 
Fans and several other organiza-
tions are debuting a new campus 
tradition: 1831 Week.  
This week is coordinated under 
the direction of  junior Thomas 
Edney and senior SGA Executive 
Keenan Collins.
1831 Week is designed to bring 
together the Xavier community 
through a series of  events promot-
ing school pride.  In future years, 
1831 Week will be a collaboration 
between SGA, X-TREME Fans 
and the Xavier Alumni Center.
However, organizers of  this 
year’s 1831 Week will not be reach-
ing out to alumni so that student 
organizations can work out for 
how the week can best be execut-
ed before involving another group 
in the Xavier community.
SGA Executives Drew 
Dziedzic, Keenan Collins and 
Markus Lasky developed the idea 
during their campaign for office 
last year.  
SGA reached out to X-TREME 
Fans to create a Xavier spirit week 
in order to engage students, foster 
more campus traditions and en-
courage positive school spirit.
The week is named after a club 
associated with the Annual Fund 
called the 1831 Society.  
The members of  the 1831 
Society are alumni, family and 
friends of  the university who di-
rectly impact the amount of  mon-
ey Xavier is able to offer students 
through financial aid.
The events will include the 
1831 Week semi-formal dance, 
held by the Student Activities 
Council (SAC) on Feb. 1, a perfor-
mance and discussion by Rohinal 
Malik called “Unveiled” and a 
T-shirt swap.  
“Unveiled” is a performance 
set up by Alternative Breaks fo-
cusing on the roles of  Muslim 
women in a post-9/11 world and 
will be held on Feb. 4.  
The T-shirt swap on Feb. 6 
is an event where students can 
bring T-shirts from other colleges 
and exchange them for a Xavier 
T-shirt.  
In addition to the listed events, 
there will also be a Xavier basket-
ball ticket campout.  This campout 
will take place on the final day of  
1831 Week for tickets to the men’s 
game against Providence on Feb. 
8. The campout will include a 
raffle with prizes for participating 
students.  
This campout is intended to fill 
the void left by the one that once 
took place before the Crosstown 
Classic game each year. 
The Hoff  Dining Commons 
will also be holding free breakfast 
for the first 500 students on the 
morning of  the game.
SGA and X-TREME Fans hope 
that more clubs will be involved 
with the week in the future.
By Gina CarfaGno
Staff  Writer
Students looking to improve 
their leadership skills were given 
the opportunity to do so by at-
tending the Emerging Leaders 
Retreat (ELR) this past weekend. 
The ELR, which took place at 
YMCA’s Camp Kern in Oregonia, 
Ohio, is an annual overnight re-
treat designed for first and sec-
ond-year students who wish to 
begin developing leadership skills. 
At this year’s retreat, 44 students 
worked on their leadership skills.
The retreat provides an oppor-
tunity for students to learn from 
their peers and develop their own 
leadership skills while also serving 
as a catalyst for self-discovery and 
relationship building. 
A large portion of  the retreat 
focuses on the concept of  team-
building and relationships with 
other Xavier student leaders. 
ELR includes a variety of  
team-building activities, inter-
active games and small group 
discussion. 
Some students who attended 
this year’s retreat were sponsored 
by an organization with the hope 
of  improving their leadership 
skills.  
Other students attended simply 
because they expressed interest in 
the retreat itself.  
Many retreat graduates assume 
significant campus leadership 
roles. 
“The retreat went really well. 
We had a great turnout of  first 
year and sophomore students,” ju-
nior Laura Birckhead, Leadership 
Development intern and ELR 
leader, said. “(Students on the re-
treat) took away new leadership 
skills, learned about their own per-
sonal leadership styles and how to 
work with others who may have 




Since its formation over the 
summer, Xavier’s Title IX office 
has been working to prevent and 
raise awareness about sex dis-
crimination and sexual assault on 
campus.  
Title IX Coordinator Kate 
Lawson and her team have worked 
to make Xavier a safer and fairer 
place for students, focusing espe-
cially on increasing publicity and 
founding a stable advocacy net-
work for students on campus.
During her first 150 days, 
Lawson has spoken to over 1,850 
students, including the entire 
first-year population, in order to 
increase awareness about her of-
fice’s role.  According to her ob-
servation, Lawson believes the in-
creased publicity is working.
“We’ve seen an increase in 
reports - not an increase in inci-
dents,” Lawson said. “But that’s 
one indicator that visibility, infor-
mation and resources can get the 
message out to students on how to 
file a report.  (It’s useful to have) 
that information for students on 
what to do if  something has hap-
pened to them or a friend.”
In addition, 97 percent of  
Xavier’s staff  and faculty com-
pleted an online training ses-
sion for what to do if  a student 
approached them with a sexual 
misconduct-related concern. Of  
these staff  members, 115 received 
in-person training.
Lawson hopes her efforts so 
far will help distribute informa-
tion about Title IX to students 
before an incident occurs.
“What a lot of  campuses 
struggle with is that people think 
of  Title IX for the first time when 
something happens, and it’s obvi-
ously a stressful time (for every-
one involved).  The more we can 
integrate Title IX issues into the 
fabric of  a student’s experience, 
the better,” Lawson said.
In the upcoming months, the 
Title IX office hopes to develop 
a stronger prevention education 
program through collaboration 
with the Multicultural, Gender, 
and Women’s Center as well as 
strengthen the Title IX commit-
tees throughout campus.  
By Justin WorthinG
Staff  Writer
In addition, the office plans 
to host representatives from 
the Department of  Education’s 
Office for Civil Rights (OCR) on 
Feb. 12 in the Cintas Center con-
ference rooms.
The OCR promotes equal edu-
cational opportunities and works 
to prevent civil rights abuses and 
discrimination based on sex (as 
well as based on age and race) in 
federally-assisted educational facil-
ities, including college campuses.  
For more information on the 
office or to report an incident, vis-
it the Title IX office in Gallagher 
Student Center 332, email Kate 
Lawson at lawsonk1@xavier.edu 
or visit the Title IX website at 
www.xavier.edu/titleix/.
Title IX office works to prevent 
discrimination and sexual assault
Sexual Assault Stats
Nearly one in five women and one in 72 
men in the United States will be raped.
17 percent of undergraduate women will 
experience attempted or completed sexual 
assault during their college years.
According to the Center for Disease Control:
Over 40 percent of rapes of female victims 
and over 50 percent of rapes of male vic-
tims were perpertrated by acquaintances.
Photo courtesy of Xavier.edu
SGA Executives and X-TREME Fans have worked with several organizations to develop 1831 Week, a week of 
campuswide events like a basketball ticket campout, similar to those before the Crosstown Classic (above).
Photo courtesy of Twitter.com
Many students attended the Emerging Leaders Retreat this past weekend.
Xavier students attend weekend 
leadership retreat at Camp Kern
“I think we really hope to 
create a larger sense of  commu-
nity at Xavier by showcasing the 
events that these organizations 
can hold for students,” Edney 
said.  “I think it also shows how 
all of  these large organizations on 
campus can come together to cre-
ate one big tradition and one big 
experience for Xavier.”
“We are only here for four years, 
so let’s make it the best experience 
we can have,” Collins said.
1831 Week starts with the 
men’s basketball against Seton 
Hall on Feb. 1 and ends with the 
men’s basketball game against 
Providence on Feb. 8.
The full schedule for 1831 
Week will be posted on SGA’s 
website at www.xavier.edu/sga. 
Student government creates 1831 Week of student traditions
In the recent weeks, the ex-
treme cold and accompanying 
wind-chill has been of  the most 
concern.
“Anytime the wind-chill is get-
ting down to around 20 below, 
that’s of  great concern to me. Part 
of  it also is whether or not it’s sus-
tained… We look at when we have 
activities and classes into the eve-
ning and morning and make deci-
sions based on how cold it looks 
like it’s going to get.” Chadwick 
said.
With other local schools and-
universities closings, students have 
questioned Xavier’s commitment 
to its students’ safety.
“Every school district and ev-
ery university has their own cri-
teria and their own process, and 
that’s because they have their own 
set of  constituents.  So they’re try-
ing to take care of  their constitu-
ents. With K-12 schools, they’re 
more concerned with the cold and 
safety of  young children walking 
and standing,” Chadwick said. “At 
the university level, there are other 
issues such as if  you’re receiving 
federal money for grants, issues 
with closing or staying open and 
other events on campus… We try 
to make the decision for the best 
interest of  our community and 
our students.”
the decision,” Chadwick said.
Jump: Winter 
Weather
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Alternative Breaks to host AB Week X-CHAJV GE begins 
Xavier servive club will hold a week of social justice-related events sign-ups far spring Semester 
BY MADDIE DAY 
Sta.ff Writer 
The Xavier Alternative Breaks 
(AB) program will kick off its 
week of promotional events on 
Feb. 3. 
On Monday evening, AB will 
host the Dorothy Day Center for 
Faith and Justice's (CFJ) weekly 
Community Night from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. in the GSC Clocktower 
Lounge. 
Students attending the event 
will work to redesign the CFJ bul-
letin board using a social justice 
theme. 
On Tuesday, there will be a one-
woman play called "Unveiled" 
performed by Rohina Malik, an 
acclaimed playwright and solo 
performance artist. 
"We are incredibly honored 
and excited to host this event with 
SGA," Nick Lehan, Alternative 
Breaks Special Events Chair, said. 
The play will address racism, 
hate crimes, Islam, culture and 
love in a post-9 /11 world. 
It will begin at 7 p.m. in the 
Cintas Banquet Room. Admission 
is free, and an open discussion will 
follow the performance. 
AB club members will take 
part in 'Talk about AB Day' on 
Wendesday by wearmg club 
T-shirts and stickers to raise 
awareness. 
Spon~or«I by: Alter~tlve 
Break~ and Studcr'lt GO'#c1n.Mt"l 
Association 
Written and Performed by Rohina Malik 
Rac ism . Hate crimes. Love. Islam. Culture. Language. Life. 
Five M uslim women in a post-9/11 world serve tea and uncover what lies 
beneath t he ve il in th is compelling one·woman show. 
Photo courtesy of www.xavier.edu/ alternativebreaks 
AB week will feature a one-woman play on Tuesday by Rohina Malik. The 
play addresses several issues that are prominent in our post-9/11 world. 
The club will also host an 
'Open Microphone Event' on 
Thursday evening from 7 to 9:30 
p.m. in the Gallagher Atrium. 
All students are encouraged to 
bring poems, guitars and any other 
things that will feature their per-
sonal talents to this event, which 
will include a performance by the 
AcaBellas. 
On Friday, students can expect 
to see facts posted on campus 
bulletin boards about local social 
justice issues as a part of the AB 
club's Issue Awareness Day. 
According to the AB web-
site, the club consists of over 260 
students and 25 faculty members 
who work to develop relation-
ships with the "global community 
through direct service, education, 
and reflection, while encouraging 
personal growth, social awareness 
and active citizenship." 
The Alternative Breaks pro-
gram, which is currently in its 13tl1 
year, will send Xavier students on 
22 trips, botl1 domestic and inter-
national, in hopes of carrying out 
their mission. 
BY MEREDITH FRANCIS 
Campus Neivs Editor 
X-CHANGE, Xavier's weekly 
service program, is now open for 
sign-ups for the spring semester. 
X-CHANGE is a service op-
portunity that seeks to immerse 
Xavier students in the city of 
Cincinnati. 
"We send Xavier students into 
the community so that they can 
furtl1er engage Cincinnati through 
volunteer opportunities," senior 
site coordinator Paul Heintzman 
said. 
At tl1e end of tl1e 2013 spring 
semester, the Dorothy Day Center 
for Faitl1 and Justice (CFJ) an-
nounced that two service pro-
grams would merge to form the 
new X-CHANGE program. 
Students Taking Active Roles 
(STAR) was the weekly service 
program that worked much like 
X-CHANGE does now with stu-
dents visiting the saine site each 
week. 
Connexions was a service pro-
gram geared towards first-year 
students. However, instead of vis-
iting the same site, first years trav-
eled to different service organiza-
tions each week in an effort to get 
to know different aspects of the 
Cincinnati community. 
"Things are absolutely run-
ning smoothly," Heintzman said. 
"One of the biggest advantages 
of the merger is tl1at students are 
allowed to always return to the 
same service site each week. This 
allows students to bond with their 
site on a weekly basis and hope-
fully make lasting relationships. 
That is the real point of service in 
my opinion: to identify with those 
being served." 
X-CHANGE offers a variety 
of service opportunities. The pro-
gram features sites that address 
four different categories of need 
in the city: homelessness, educa-
tion and those who are elderly or 
disabled. 
Students visit their organiza-
tion once a week in an effort to 
learn more about their social jus-
tice issue specifically in the con-
text of Cincinnati. 
"X-CHANGE allows students 
to find time to serve (in a way) 
that fits in their schedule. It's that 
easy. I encourage everyone to sign 
up so that they can continue to 
help the Cincinnati community," 
Heintzman said. 
Sign-ups are now available on 
OrgSync and will be open until 
Feb. 10. For more information 
about the prograin and the dif-
ferent sites offered, go to tl1e 
X-CHANGE page on OrgSync. 
Xavier to offer study abroad program in Israel 
The two-week trip will offer students three credit hours in philosopf?y or theology in the Ho!J Land 
BYTATUM HUNTER 
Sta.ff Writer 
This summer, Xavier 1s pre-
senting students with a new study 
abroad opportunity in Israel. 
Professors from tl1e 
Departments of Theology and 
Philosophy are looking for 15 
to 20 students to join them on a 
two-week trip to the Holy Land 
beginning June 1. Participants 
will receive three credit hours, 
which can count toward either 
Philosophy 296 or Theology 291. 
Students will stay at the 
Pontifical Biblical Institute (PBI) 
in Jerusalem and will have the 
opportunity to visit many fa-
mous sites as they study the New 
Testament and Second Temple 
Judaism, including the Mount of 
Olives, Gethsemane, Mount Zion, 
the tomb of David, Qumran, 
Bethlehem, the Jordan Valley, 
Nazareth and Mount Carmel. 
These visits will be accompanied 
by talks by Xavier professors, 
Jesuits from PBI and local leaders 
and scholars. 
The prograin is focused on tl1e 
life and ministry of Jesus and the 
birth of Christianity. 
"(The faculty) will be using 
the sites themselves as tl1eir class-
room," Dr. Stephen Frankel of 
the Philosophy Department said. 
Dr. Frankel will be one of the 
faculty members leading the trip, 
along with Dr. Gillian Ahlgren, 
Dr. Sarah Melcher (an expert 
in Hebrew scriptures) and Dr. 
Anna Miller (an expert in early 
Christianity) of the theology de-
Photo courtesy of Andrew Matsushita 
Xavier professors will lead the study abroad program in the Holy Land that will focus on Jesus' life and Christianity. 
partment and Fr. Bitasi of PBI. 
The program has been de-
signed to challenge students both 
intellectually and spiritually. After 
each day of lectures, discussions 
and site visits, Dr. Ahlgren will 
guide students in the Ignatian 
Spiritual Exercises. 
Students will also meet with 
various members of tl1e Jewish, 
Catholic and Muslim communities 
in Israel to discuss different expe-
riences and perspectives. These 
contributions will aim to build an 
understanding of the current re-
ligious, political and social situa-
tions in Israel. 
"The Jesuits feel very strongly 
tl1at the trip should not focus only 
on the past, but also explore the 
Holy Land in its current context," 
Frankel said. 
Dr. Frankel was responsible 
for the initial contact between 
the Xavier administration and 
PBI. He first came into contact 
witl1 the Jesuits there when visit-
ing Jerusalem at an international 
philosophy conference last sum-
mer. While visiting the Institute, 
he learned that PBI expressed 
interest in creating opportunities 
for students at Jesuit institutions 
to come study Biblical history, ar-
chaeology and Jesuit spirituality. 
"When I came back to cam-
pus in the fall, I found that there 
was a lot of interest in tlus trip, 
particularly among our faculty in 
theology. In fact, a number of 
professors told me that they had 
participated as students in similar 
programs and that it had changed 
their lives," Frankel said. 
Frankel spoke of his excite-
ment to connect with students and 
share more information about the 
new prograin. 
"We will be the first group of 
students ever to stay at the PBI. 
More importantly, we are going 
to see things and meet people 
that ordinary visitors and tourists 
would never get to experience," 
Frankel said. 
In future years, Frankel hopes 
to increase the number of partici-
pating student to as many as 40. 
He is also considering building the 
trip into the Philosophy, Politics 
and the Public program, much like 
the current Paris trip. 
Frankel sees this trip as the 
beginning of a long-term part-
nership between Xavier and the 
only Jesuit institution in Israel and 
expects more Xavier programs to 
develop more there in the future. 
On Fr. Graham's recent trip 
to Israel, he met with the Jesuits 
at PBI and discussed the new 
program and the collaboration it 
reqrures. 
"Father Grahain immediately 
perceived that tlus was an im-
portant opportunity for Xavier, 
and lus entlrnsiasm has been vi-
tally important for the prograin," 
Frankel said. 
The trip currently costs $4,000. 
The program is open to all stu-
dents, although there will be an 
application process. 
Those interested in participat-
ing in tl1e program may contact 
Dr. Frankel or Dr. Miller by email 
at frankel@xavier.edu and mille-
ra31@xavier.edu. 
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-Off Street parking 
-Fenced backyard. 
-Ideal for large groups 
up to 7. 
-$375/student for 4 or 
less, $350 /student for 
5 or more. 






Jan. 18, 10:01 p.m. - A 
nonstudent acting suspicious 
in Kuhlman Hall was escorted 
off campus. 
Jan. 18, 11:21 p.m. -
Cincinnati Fire and Rescue 
transported an underage in-
toxicated student to Good 
Samaritan Hospital. 
Jan. 19, 12:38 p.m. 
- Xavier Police assisted 
Residence Life in breaking up 
a loud party in the Village. 
Jan. 19, 9:46 p.m. - A 
student observed moving the 
entrance camera on Kuhlman 
Hall was cited for tampering 
with safety equipment. 
Jan. 20, 4:37 a.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood 
Police with an assault report 
in the 1900 block of Cleneay 
Avenue. 
Jan. 21, 5:47 p.m. - A stu-
dent reported the theft of a 
saxophone valued at approxi-
mately $2,000 from a class-
POLICE 
NOTES 
room in Edgecliff Hall. 
Jan. 21, 8:42 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life 
with a room search in Brockman 
Hall. A small amount of mari-
juana was confiscated. 
Jan. 21, 11:42 p.m. - Xavier 
Police, Cincinnati Fire and 
Rescue and Residence Life re-
sponded to a fire alarm in 
Fenwick Place. Food cooking on 
the second floor activated the 
alarm. 
Jan. 22, 9:26 p.m. -A student 
reported the theft of a wallet left 
unattended in the locker room at 
O'Connor Sports Center. 
Jan. 24, 4:43 p.m. - An em-
ployee in the bookstore reported 
the theft of over $800 in mer-
chandise in December of 2013 
after someone used an invalid 
check. 
Jan. 24, 9:37 p.m. - A stu-
dent urinating near the entrance 
to the Commons captured on 
the entrance cameras was cited 
- Paid Advertisement -
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for disorderly conduct. 
Jan. 25, 12:39 a.m. - Two 
students yelling profanities and 
kicking newspaper stands on 
Dana Avenue were cited for un-
derage consumption. 
Jan. 25, 12:58 a.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati Police 
in breaking up a loud party in the 
1400 block of Dana Avenue. 
Jan. 25, 11:05 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati Police 
in breaking up a loud party in 
the 1400 block of Dana Avenue. 
The occupants were advised that 
they would be arrested if the po-
lice returned for a third time. 
Jan. 26, 12:25 a.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
in breaking up a loud party in the 
1900 block of Mentor Avenue. 
One student was cited for a dis-
orderly house. 
Jan. 26, 4:03 p.m. - A stu-
dent reported the theft of an 
iPhone and iPod Nano from his 
or her room in the Commons. 
SUMMER CAMP POSITIONS 
HIRING NOW! 
5 
January 29, 2014 
Jan. 26, 5:47 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
with a prisoner search at the 
Norwood Police Department. 
Jan. 26, 7:25 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted a disabled mo-
torist at Victory Parkway and 
Ledgewood Drive. The driver 
was detained on an outstanding 
warrant and released to Fairfax 
Police. 
Jan. 26, 9:20 p.m. - Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life 
with a room search in the 
Village. A small amount of drug 
paraphernalia and a beer making 
kit were confiscated. 
NOTE OF THE 
WEEK 
I suspect Honey Boo 
Boo is behind it ... 
Jan. 20, 7:39 p.m.-
Xavier Police investigated 
a report of damage to two 
entrance doors at Brockman 
Hall from someone pouring 
honey on the electronic key 
pads. 
Secure your summer job! Camp Rancho Framasa is 
an inclusive, residential camp located in south central, 
Indiana, operated by the Catholic Youth Organization 
since 1946. Serving campers aged 7 to 16 in various 
programs. We offer a welcoming staff community in 
a beautiful outdoor setting. General Staff, Counselor 
Manager, Challenge Course Counselor, Wrangler posi-
tions available. All positions start at $250 /week. 
Training is provided; start date May 31, 2014. 
For more information and an online application visit 
www.cam2ranchoframasa.org 
Questions? an i@cam ranchoframasa.or 









After a hot start in conference play, Xavier cooled down with an 81-72 loss at Providence. XU has let up an average of 85 points in its two Big East losses.
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Conference 
Standings
TEAM       RECORD
1. Villanova 18-2 (7-1)
2. Creighton 17-3 (7-1)
3. Xavier 15-5 (5-2)
4. Providence 15-5 (5-2)
5. Seton Hall 12-8 (3-4)
6. Marquette 11-9 (3-4)
7. G’town 11-9 (3-6)
8. St. John’s    12-8 (2-5)
9. DePaul      10-11 (2-6)
10. Butler 11-9 (1-7)
Nearly one week removed 
from their first Big East road 
win, the Xavier men’s basketball 
team could not duplicate the re-
sult in Rhode Island, falling to 
Providence College 81-72. 
The loss drops the Musketeers 
to 15-5 on the season with a 5-2 
record in conference play. Despite 
the defeat, Xavier still remains 
third place in the Big East stand-
ings, tied with Providence.
After 20 minutes of  basket-
ball at Dunkin’ Donuts Center in 
Providence, neither team had es-
tablished a commanding lead. 
The Musketeers were never 
able to distance themselves from 
the Friars at any point during the 
game, claiming a 3-point lead 
early in the first half  as their larg-
est of  the afternoon. Despite 13 
first half  points from junior guard 
Justin Martin, the Musketeers en-
tered the locker room down four 
points at halftime. 
Xavier pulled within one point 
early in the second half, but the 
Friars responded with 
a 15-4 run that afford-
ed them a double-digit 
cushion over the boys in 
blue. 
After that five minute 
spurt from Providence, 
the Musketeers at-
tempted to chip away at 
the lead but were never 
able to fully get over the 
hump. Sophomore guard 
Semaj Christon poured 
in 16 points in the sec-
ond half  to comple-
ment junior center Matt 
Stainbrook’s near dou-
ble-double of  11 points 
and nine rebounds. 
With 1:48 left to play, 
Stainbrook pulled the Musketeers 
to within four points, but this field 
goal was the last made basket for 
Xavier on the day. The Friars pa-
raded to the free throw line and 
sank five free throws in the final 
two minutes to secure the nine 
point victory.  
Head coach Chris Mack was 
not pleased with the defensive 
showing from Xavier, which has 
now surrendered an average of  
79.2 points per game in the last 
five Big East games. 
“Our defense has left us over 
the last 2-3 weeks,” Mack said. 
“We’re not going to compete for a 
Big East Championship giving up 
80-85 [points] every game.” 
In his post-game press confer-
ence, Mack was a bit more blunt 
about the subject, saying that the 
team defense was “terrible” and 
“pathetic.” Meanwhile, Christon’s 
efforts landed him on the Big East 
Honor Roll for the third time this 
month. 
The Musketeers return home 
to square off  against Seton Hall 
University this Saturday. The game 
tips off  at Cintas Center at noon, 
with the action being televised on 
CBS Sports Network. 
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
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Women’s basketball suffers big loss in Philadelphia
The city of  brotherly love was 
not kind to the Musketeers on 
Saturday as the Xavier women’s 
basketball team struggled greatly 
against Big East foe Villanova in 
a tough 61-32 loss. 
The ball simply could not find 
the bottom of  the net consistently 
as the Wildcats took advantage 
of  the poor shooting by head 
coach Brian Neal’s squad, as the 
Musketeers only shot 24 percent 
(14-57) from the field.  
Arguably the most telling sta-
tistic of  the night came from the 
11 percent (2-18) from 3-point 
range for a squad that had made a 
name for themselves from behind 
the arc in the new conference, av-
eraging eight 3-pointers per game 
entering Saturday’s matchup.
The backcourt duo of  senior 
guard Shatyra Hawkes and sopho-
more guard Jenna Crittendon man-
aged to come out of  Saturday’s 
disappointment with solid stat 
lines, regardless of  struggles on 
the scoreboard. Hawkes was able 
to pad the books with nine points, 
seven rebounds, an assist and one 
takeaway, while Crittendon sup-
plied eight points, six rebounds 
and one steal.
Villanova unleashed a barrage 
of  3-pointers, finishing with 10 
for the game at an impressive clip 
of  37 percent. Despite benefitting 
from a lopsided scoring margin, 
the Wildcats only had three play-
ers in double digits, as their lead-
ing scorer, Devon Kane, contrib-
uted 16 points on the night.
The Wildcats used a series of  
dominating scoring runs in the 
first half  to build a cushion that 
would last the rest of  the game. 
An opening 22-8 sprint in favor of  
the Wildcats was slowed down by 
freshman forward Leah Schaefer 
knocking down a triple with less 
than nine minutes remaining in 
the half. 
To no avail, the Musketeers 
were on the wrong end of  a 16-2 
Villanova assertion which sent 
both teams into the locker room, 
with the Musketeers trailing 38-
13. The second half  saw a similar 
showing from Xavier, which failed 
to score points. The Wildcats 
pounced out of  the break to an-
other 21-10 scoring run. Villanova 
led by as many as 36 points before 
the buzzer sounded on a 61-32 
XU frustration.
Xavier women’s basketball will 
seek redemption against St. John’s 
tonight at 7 p.m., given weather 
conditions do not delay travels 
on the path from Cincinnati to 
Queens, N.Y. This will also be the 
last game of  the month before 
the Musketeers take on Butler at 5 




The past 10 days have not 
been kind to XU basketball. 
Freshman forward Kamall 
Richards’ (left) season end-
ed on Jan. 19 with a tear in 
his ACL at practice, while 
freshman forward Jalen 
Reynolds  (right) was sus-
pended indefinitely yester-
day by Coach Chris Mack.
Junior center Matt Stainbrook had 11 pts and nine rebounds in Xavier’s loss.
Sophomore guard Semaj Christon scored 16 
second half points in XU’s loss at Providence.
Senior guard Shatyra Hawkes 
had nine points in the XU loss.
Newswire photo by Adam Spegele






XU men’s basketball faces midseason turmoil
By RoBeRt Jamieson
Staff  Writer
Xavier tennis winless in young season thus far
-Paid Advertisement- 
The men’s and women’s ten-
nis teams have had tough starts to 
their seasons. Each team started 
0-2 with scoring lines of  7-0 4-3 
in their two losses. Both teams 
played difficult opening matches 
against Big 10 powerhouses Ohio 
State and Indiana. 
The men’s team opened its 
season with a 7-0 loss to the fifth-
ranked Ohio State Buckeyes. 
Despite the loss, Xavier’s top 
four singles players all had solid 
outings despite each of  them fall-
ing in straight sets. Men’s No. 1, 
Jimmy Roebker, played two very 
tight sets, including a first set tie-
breaker against No. 31 ranked 
player in the country Peter Kobelt 
(7-6, 6-3). 
The men’s team followed up its 
match against the Buckeyes with 
a 4-3 loss to Eastern Kentucky. 
Xavier was up 3-1 and proceed-
ed to drop its final three singles 
matches. Sophomores Zach 
Mueck and Adam Krull were the 
only Musketeers to earn wins in 
the singles matches. 
Mueck defeated Daridge Saidi 
in three tough sets (6-3, 3-6, 6-1). 
Krull had a much easier time with 
his opponent, Joao Maio, with a 
two set victory (6-4, 6-0). The for-
merly nationally-ranked doubles 
tandem of  Mesa Mei and Roebker 
took down the No. 1 doubles 
squad from EKU (6-3). Xavier’s 
second doubles team of  Krull and 
Michael Moe also took care of  
business with a 6-3 victory. 
Xavier’s women’s tennis team 
had a similar start to its season. 
XU opened with a 7-0 loss to the 
40th ranked Indiana Hoosiers. 
Sophomore Alex Brinker and ju-
nior Daniella Patton both faced 
top 100 players. 
Brinker faced No. 73 Katie 
Klyczek, and fell in straight sets 
(6-2, 6-1). Patton faced No. 86 
Sophie Garr and also fell in two 
sets (6-1, 6-1). 
Despite the loss, Sydney 
Liggins had the match of  the day 
against IU’s Paula Guiterres. After 
losing the first set, Liggins altered 
the match momentum by taking 
the second set 6-4. Liggins could 
not hold on, however, falling 10-7 
in the final set.
After six hours of  hard fought 
tennis, XU fell to Miami (Ohio), 
4-3. With the teams tied at 3-3 go-
ing into the final singles match, 
Miami came out on top. 
Senior Andrea Wolf  gave 
Xavier its first singles victory of  
the day with a 6-2, 6-3 victory over 
the Redhawk’s Ramona Costea. 
Miami took victories at the sec-
ond, third and fourth spots in the 
lineup. The match looked bleak 
until sophomore Alex Brinker 
held down the No. 1 spot with a 
tough three set victory (3-6, 6-4, 
6-4). 
After Xavier took two of  three 
games in the doubles match, the 
match came down to the very last 
singles match of  the day between 
Xavier’s Lizzie Oosterbaan and 
Miami’s Ana Rajkovic. In what 
turned out to be an epic three 
-set battle seeing three straight tie 
breaks, Oosterbaan fell 6-7 (4), 
7-6 (6), 7-6 (9). 
Head coach Eric Toth was 
impressed with how the match 
progressed. 
"Both teams fought close for 
six hours and should be applaud-
ed for their efforts tonight,” Toth 
said. “Congratulations to Miami 
(Ohio) on earning a hard fought 
victory.” 
The Xavier women’s team will 
host its first home match against 
Abilene Christian at 7 p.m. on 
Feb. 1 at the Eastern Hills Indoor 
Tennis Club. The men’s team will 
take the court next Jan. 31 for a 
doubleheader against Brown and 
Bryant. 
Newswire photo by Greg RustNewswire photo by Greg Rust
Senior Mesa Mei went 1-1 in doubles 
matches with senior Jimmy Roebker 
in two Xavier losses at OSU and EKU.
Senior Andrea Wolf went 1-1 in singles 
matches against IU and Miami (Ohio) 











2/1 vs Abilene Christian*
2/7 vs Eastern Kentucky*
2/14  at St. Joseph’s
2/15 at Temple
2/19 vs. Butler*
* denotes home game
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First Amendment to the United States’Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of  
speech, or of  the press; or the right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of  grievances.
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per semester within 
the USA and are prorated.  
Subscription and advertising inquiries should be directed 
to the Advertising Manager, Amanda Jones, at 513-745-3561.  
One copy of  the Xavier Newswire, distributed on campus, is 
free per person per week.  Additional copies are 25 cents. 
Opinions&Editorials Edited by: Taylor Fulkersonnewswire-oped@xavier.edu
Xavier Newswire8
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly throughout the school 
year, except during vacations and final exams, by the students of  
Xavier University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45207-
2129.
The Staff  Editorial is written jointly each week by the Editor-
in-Chief, the Managing Editor and the Opinions & Editorials 
Editor. Editorials are written in hopes of  reflecting the opinions 
of  the staff  as a whole, but do not necessarily do so.
The statements and opinions of  a columnist do not necessarily 
reflect those of  editors or general staff. 
The statements and opinions of  the Xavier Newswire are not 
necessarily those of  the student body, faculty or administration of  
Xavier University.   
Xavier University is an academic community committed to 
equal opportunity for all persons.
The Xavier Newswire has a commitment 
to publishing opposing viewpoints and 
opinions in hopes of  fostering dialogue 
on campus that includes students, faculty 
and staff. The Newswire accepts Letters to 
the Editor on a weekly basis. Comments 
can be submitted online during the week. 
Please contact us if  you have opinions and 
wish to write on a regular basis or a sense 




Write to us: 
For your information:
January 29, 2014
I have the worst headache.  I’m 
recovering from one of  my first 
weekends of  being 21, and that’s 
especially important for me be-
cause I just had my first drink. 
You read that right: I — hand to 
God — didn’t have an alcoholic 
beverage until my 21st birthday.
After 20 years of  waiting, and 
probably several cumulative hours 
explaining myself  to people, I had 
my first beer at midnight on my 
birthday with my dad at Dana’s 
almost two weeks ago. I accom-
plished the seemingly impossible: 
I waited to drink any alcohol until 
I was 21 years old, surviving two 
and a half  long, sober years of  
college life in the process.
Reactions to my self-imposed 
prohibition were mixed. Some 
people respected my decision and 
were eager to hear more about 
it. Some even encouraged me. 
Others didn’t hesitate to tell me 
why I was wrong and stupid for 
adhering to such a pointless law. 
At different points, I was accused 
of  being naïve and judgmental. 
In addition to those mixed re-
actions, there were plenty of  times 
I doubted my own decision.  I had 
a lot of  movie and coloring nights 
my freshman year. And when I 
did start going out with friends, I 
often served as the de facto des-
ignated driver or was relegated to 
nursing friends, forced to listen to 
“insightful” drunken banter and 
prevent people from fighting. 
And now that I’m amongst the 
drinking population, I have a few 
questions I’d like to answer.  For 
one thing, beer is indeed an ac-
quired taste.  Two weeks and five 
brands later, I have yet to find one 
that I like.  
But more importantly, why did 
I wait? The easy answer is that it 
just “wasn’t me.”  My parents have 
never been big drinkers, and my 
friends in high school didn’t drink 
until they got to college.  Alcohol 
had never been a part of  my life, 
and I had no intention of  changing 
that.  But I confess that there was 
a time when some of  my critics 
were correct:  I once thought my-
self  “too good” to drink.  When 
I first came to college, drinking 
underage was a sort of  categorical 
moral imperative.  I thought I was 
above the lifestyle of  someone 
who drinks, even in moderation.  I 
looked around at my peers in my 
freshman year and rolled my eyes 
at their drunken weekends and 
“thirsty Thursdays,” perplexed by 
their decisions.  
Potential moral questions aside, 
the minimum drinking age seems 
arbitrary.  The United States is one 
of  only four developed countries 
to have a nationwide drinking age 
over age 18. The federal govern-
ment only instituted the nation-
wide 21 year-old drinking age in 
1984 with the National Minimum 
Drinking Age Act.  As a result, 
there was probably alcohol (albeit 
of  lower alcohol content) available 
at many of  our parents’ school-
sponsored senior proms, a ridicu-
lous notion to a generation raised 
under the continued influence of  
the “Just Say No” campaign.  
As I thought about all of  these 
things and spent more time with 
people who drink, I found my 
motivations began to change. 
The moral imperative not to drink 
fell away when I considered that 
I could legally drink in almost ev-
ery other country in the world. 
Moreover, I came to see that 
drinking wasn’t just about get-
ting drunk. There was certainly a 
middle-ground between straight 
sober and burgeoning alcoholic, a 
distinction I didn’t originally care 
to see.
So ultimately, I think I waited 
to drink as a challenge to myself. 
I wanted to prove to myself  that 
I would begin drinking, a social 
activity that, for better or worse, 
is central to the “college experi-
ence,” on my own terms rather 
than someone else’s.  
The poet Charles Baudelaire 
once commanded that you “be 
drunken…so as not to feel the 
horrible burden of  time that 
breaks your back and bends you 
to the earth, be drunken always,” 
adding that you could be drunk 
not just on wine but on “poetry” 
or “virtue.”  
Baudelaire may have died from 
prolonged opium and alcohol us-
age, but his message stands: life is 
worth living because of  the mo-
ments we are “drunken.”  We truly 
live when we disconnect from our 
inhibitions, seeking the small and 
impossibly poignant moments of  
clarity and beauty that only letting 
yourself  be absorbed by some-
thing else can bring.  That cer-
tainly doesn’t mean we get drunk 
all the time, but it does mean we 
have to sometimes let go and ride 
a sort of  “high,” be it on wine, on 
poetry or on virtue.  My quest for 
underage sobriety taught me that. 
But seriously, does anyone have 
an asprin?  My head is killing me.
Andrew Koch is a junior major-
ing in English and advertising with a 
writing minor from Cincinnati, Ohio. 
He is a Campus News Editor for the 
Newswire.
Learning to be “drunken always”
“I wanted to 
prove to myself  
that I would 
begin drinking 
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Right in front of  our eyes
Privilege often goes unspoken despite its presence on Xavier’s campus
Many people still adhere to the old dictum of  Southern and Midwestern politeness — 
don’t talk about politics, money or religion; 
at least, not with anyone you like. It’s easy 
to add race, gender and sexuality to that list, 
making privilege a taboo topic. It’s a con-
versation that rarely happens in the United 
States, and Xavier is no exception. 
I (Taylor) have nothing to support this 
claim, but suspect that Xavier is not as ho-
mogenous as we might think. If  that is the 
case, it would be because Americans are no-
toriously bad at recognizing diversity, even 
when it is in plain sight.
Then we have to ask a couple of  crucial 
questions that will throw into light the con-
versations that we often refuse to have, for 
better or worse: what’s at stake in privilege? 
And what’s at stake in acknowledging it?
The first question is easier to answer. 
Power, advantage and social mobility are 
what define privilege. Privilege is what arbi-
trarily lifts some above others by the circum-
stances into which they are born. Privilege 
also attempts to hide itself. When obscure 
and unnoticed, it can lurk about much more 
easily, reducing individuals from equality 
without most of  society noticing, depriving 
people of  their humanity without subjugat-
ing them through physical violence.
Acknowledging privilege, in contrast, is an 
act of  recognizing difference. Recognition 
highlights why privilege may be arbitrary, 
but that privilege shapes us nonetheless. 
Privilege is impressed on our consciousness, 
and when detected it demands understand-
ing and reflection instead of  complacency.
White privilege is an easy type of  privi-
lege to spot and contrast with racial diversity, 
and diverse sexualities are beginning to fig-
ure into popular consciousness, emphasizing 
historic and present discrimination against 
the LGBTQ community. That still leaves 
economic and class diversity largely unac-
knowledged, though.
Economic privilege can be an especially 
difficult one to acknowledge and still more 
difficult to discuss. It is rare that even close 
friends discuss the economic background of  
their parents. For me (Taylor), it is a topic 
that I have only broached with a couple of  
friends. That is not to say that I would advo-
cate for a campus-wide discussion on per-
sonal finances, but I do think we are limited: 
limited in recognizing our differences and 
the corresponding diversity on campus.
Perhaps that’s largely a result of  the 
stigma associated with being from an eco-
nomically ‘diverse’ background. We’re taught 
from a young age that coming from a lower 
social status is something to be ashamed of  
and therefore hidden. I (Sabrina) find that 
this stigma becomes particularly more evi-
dent at a private, Catholic institution. 
That’s not to say that it is unique to the 
university level. At a private, Catholic high 
school, I (Taylor) could sense the economic 
discrepancies. You could tell by the way peo-
ple spoke, an unfortunate product of  the ru-
ral-urban-suburban divide. You could tell by 
which kids worked during lunch to help pay 
for their own tuition. You could tell by what 
type of  lunch your friends could afford. 
All of  that gets exacerbated when you 
get to college because now we’re considered 
adults. That is to say, the jobs become real, 
the debt becomes real and so does economic 
privilege.
When someone says ‘typical Xavier stu-
dent,’ what’s the first thing to come to mind? 
Generally, our stereotype is that we’re a col-
lege of  white, Catholic, financially-fortunate 
individuals. 
But how many of  our peers work out 
of  necessity to pay their rent and electricty, 
not just for Dana’s money? How many have 
worked minimum wage jobs, worked in high 
school or had parents working in jobs that 
weren’t ‘white-collar?’ How many worked 
over summers not to save for the future, but 
out of  necessity for the present? And how 
many did not take a work-study job for the 
experience, but for the income?
Generally speaking, Xavier students are 
rather privileged individuals. There is noth-
ing one can do to change this but there is 
something that is troubling in neither ac-
knowledging nor discussing it, even if  only 
among close friends. 
It’s bad enough that we don’t realize how 
Norwood residents or Avondale residents 
perceive us here on campus. That is part 
of  the “Xavier bubble,” something that we 
cannot control in four short years. When 
we cannot look ourselves in the collective 
mirror, so to speak, it is another and more 
pressing issue.
I (Taylor) have learned that one cannot 
do away with his or her privilege. You can’t 
give it up. In Central America, I couldn’t give 
up my white skin or my American identity. It 
is something I carry with me, and I believe 
that while harder to see, the same applies to 
privilege in the United States. You cannot 
undo what has already been done, and that, 
in and of  itself, is a difficult fact to acknowl-
edge and an even harder one to accept.
We can shed the present as much as we 
can the past. Privilege always comes with 
the knowledge that our ancestors — be they 
recent or distant — willingly and know-
ingly oppressed their fellow human beings. 
Acknowledging that privilege also forces us 
to accept what those similar to us in some 
way are capable of  doing, something that 
was made horrifyingly clear to me (Sabrina) 
while on an Alternative Breaks trip to the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota. White Americans have a dark his-
tory, and a refusal to accept that fact only 
invites the past to repeat itself, albeit in a 
milder form from its menacing historical 
predecessor.
Acknowledging privilege can be con-
structive when one chooses not to use it in 
an oppressive or overbearing way. To do that 
requires that you name it and own it. If  you 
don’t, you let it rule you and those around 
you. When it dehumanizes one, it dehuman-
izes all around you. 
In the words of  Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.”
Both the University of  Cincinnati and 
Cincinnati Public Schools closed their 
doors on account of  cold weather Jan. 
27 and 28. Temperatures dropped below 
zero, notwithstanding wind chill.  Xavier 
stayed open with only minor delays on Jan. 
23 and Jan. 28.
The decision for calling a snow day is 
a joint process involving Provost Scott 
Chadwick, Senior Vice President and 
Chief  Financial Officer Beth Amyot, 
Physical Plant and Xavier University Police 
Department. The decision involves safety 
conditions on campus and in Greater 
Cincinnati.
At temperatures recorded this week 
— zero degrees Fahrenheit and below — 
and a mild wind — above ten miles per 
hour — it would only take 30 minutes to 
get frostbite. It does not take much lon-
ger to experience the beginning stages of  
hypothermia. 
The University’s decision to remain 
open in such hostile weather is inconsid-
erate at best and dangerous at worst. It 
ignores the problems that this weather 
poses for a good portion of  students, staff  
and employees.  
According to our provost, the only stu-
dents truly affected by the cold are those 
who remain in a single building for the 
entire school day, those in grades K-12, 
and apparently, are the only students who 
do any “walking and standing” during the 
school day.  By any standard, university 
students walk and stand outside more than 
elementary school children each day.
One of  the principal concerns in this 
weather is the effect on these student 
commuters, both those who live off  cam-
pus in the three surrounding neighbor-
hoods as well as those who live in Greater 
Cincinnati and drive to campus daily.
Considering that many students can 
easily walk up to 30 minutes from houses 
in Norwood, the cold is a pressing con-
cern, especially with the slick sidewalks. 
The cold can affect drivers too: in addition 
to some cars being hard to start this time 
of  year, other drivers on Cincinnati roads 
can be a hazard whether there is precipita-
tion or not.
Similar concerns apply to staff  who 
have to commute and Physical Plant em-
ployees who have to come in at 3 a.m. to 
ensure that campus is safe enough for stu-
dents to be out and about.
This no-win situation only really ben-
efits the school calendar, preventing 
the loss of  too many instruction hours. 
Perhaps administrators only find “great 
concern” when the wind chill is “getting 
down to around 20 below,” but as students 
who frequent the sidewalk several times 
throughout the average weekday, we’d ask 
those administrators to take a 30-minute 
walk to work in a student’s shoes before 
refusing to call another snow day.
Sabrina Brown is the 
Editor-in-Chief  of  the 
Newswire. She is a senior 
English major from Shelby, 
Ohio.
Taylor Fulkerson is the 
Opinions & Editorials Editor 
of  the Newswire. He is a 
junior philosophy major from 
Lanesville, Ind.
Staff  editorial: 
winter weather
“Privilege is 
impressed on our 
consciousness, 
and when detected 
it demands 
understanding and 
reflection instead of  
complacency.” 
Brown and Fulkerson










Putin’s response to “gay” theater
Russian President bans homosexual representations in theater
Amidst the Russian controver-
sy concerning President Vladimir 
Putin’s treatment of  homosexu-
ality on the 2014 Sochi Winter 
Olympic Games, Putin’s authority 
has even stretched into the realm 
of  theater. 
Putin recently placed a ban on 
any theatrical or musical perfor-
mance that contains homosexual 
elements or characters. 
Though these statements may 
not come as a shock to those 
immune to Putin’s barrage of  
discriminatory regulations, they 
have incited their own brand of  
controversy. 
Now, he warns spectators to 
avoid any type of  possible “ho-
mosexual” display that may take 
away from 
the values set 









als to flaunt 
their bodies 









Grammy winner Elton John (an 
openly-gay man) spoke out in out-
rage to the president’s threats on 
homosexual censorship. 
The composer of  financially 
and critically-successful musicals 
“The Lion King,” “Aida” and 
“Billy Eliot” believes that themes 
of  homosexual liberation and ac-
ceptance are integral elements of  
many theatrical productions. 
For John, without the efforts 
of  artists of  all sexual orientations, 
the modern notion of  the theater 
would be lost and many produc-
tions would lose their attraction. 
Nevertheless, many Russian 
theaters followed suit and are pre-
paredto close their doors (out of  
political fear). 
Thanks to John’s fiery testi-
mony and the statements’ attach-
ment to the upcoming Olympic 
Games, the theatrical censorship 
has reached all across the globe. 
The Broadway community in 
New York especially voiced their 
opinions on the matter by creat-
ing satirical accounts to condemn 
Putin’s actions. 
Theater analysts and active the-
ater-goers agree this ban on ho-
mosexual portrayals and material 











equal to that 
on London’s 
West End and 
on Broadway; 
closing these 
p r o d u c -
tions would 
leave a ma-
jor mark on 
the nation’s 
economy. 






and widely-discussed for both 
plays and musicals. 
Still, many wonder whether or 
not this LGBTQ scare simply falls 
in line with the other “gay bans” 
imposed by Putin in preparation 
for the Olympics. 
Unfortunately for the theater 
lovers of  Russia, this ban falls in 
at the wrong place and the wrong 
time for any future development.  
Photo courtesy of  wikimedia.org
Russian President Vladimir Putin bans “homosexual” theater.
Photo courtesy of  bustle.com
Elton John protested Putin’s actions on his personal website.
NBC unveils next live 
musical, “Peter Pan”
NBC will fly high for the 2014 
holiday season with yet another 
live musical production, “Peter 
Pan.” 
After last Christmas’ “The 
Sound of  Music Live!” broadcast 
with Carrie Underwood playing 
Maria, executive producers Craig 
Zadan and Neil Meron have set 
their sights on another opportuni-
ty to bring the magic of  Broadway 
theater to television audiences 
everywhere. 
Zadan and Meron are respon-
sible for the production of  other 
cinematic-like musical adaptations 
“Hairspray” and “Chicago” as 
well as the short-lived TV series, 
“Smash.” 
Last year’s “The Sound of  
Music” drew in a whopping 18 
million viewers at Christmas and 
maintained the number one spot 
in the Nielsen ratings for almost 
three hours straight – a feat not 
seen by the station since the 
conclusion of  popular series like 
“Seinfeld,” “Friends” and “Will & 
Grace.”  
Despite the mixed criti-
cal response to “The Sound of  
Music” (primarily directed at 
Underwood’s wooden acting and 
the overall campy approach), this 
adaptation of  a classic Rogers 
and Hammerstein’s musical into 
a large-scale, unedited production 
struck a chord with 
the American people. 
This may come as 
a surprise to many 
entertainment experts 
who would place 
Broadway theater at 
the bottom of  the list 
of  people’s popular 
interests. 
In fact, not since 
the late 1960’s has the 
United States shown 
any pervasive interest 
in the theater at all. 
This is something 
that the Zadan/Meron 
producing team is try-
ing to change. 
“Following up the 
enormous success 
that we had this past 
December, we want to 
make live theater an annual event 
for NBC,” Meron said in an inter-
view with The New York Times. 
It seems as if  they have made 
the logical choice to continue the 
trend. 
The musical’s family-friendly 
tone combined with classical dit-
ties and a treasured storybook 
character should wrangle in even 
more viewers, and hopefully, 
stronger critical praise. 
The favoritism of  “Peter Pan” 
over other well-known musicals is 
more than just a financial security. 
NBC previously premiered a live 
broadcast of  “Peter Pan” back in 
1960 with Broadway superstar, 
Mary Martin, in the title role. 
It appears as if  NBC already has 
a general know-how of  the piece 
and how to revive it effectively. 
Although production and cast-
ing information is still up in the air, 
NBC will definitely make strides 
with another TV musical. 
Not only will the production 
manifest greater interest for the 
musical theater genre, but it will 
most likely drive audiences away 
from other channels so to  lock 
their DVR’s on NBC come next 
Christmas.  
Photo courtesy of nbcnews.com
Mary Martin in NBC’s 1960 televised “Peter Pan.” 
Photo courtesy of wegotthiscovered.com
Tarantino’s script for “The Hateful Eight” leaked online.
Tarantino script reveal 
ends film’s prodution
Normally, up-
dates from master 
filmmaker Quentin 
Tarantino are greet-
ed with open arms. 
Last Tuesday 
wasnot one of  those 
occasions. 
After his newest 
script for a proj-
ect entitled “The 
Hateful Eight” was 
leaked online, Tarantino 
has decided to no longer film 
the project and instead plans to 
release the Western as a novel 
reported Mike Flemming Jr. of  
“Deadline.” 
Tarantino called Flemming to 
express his decision of  abandon-
ing the project due to feelings of  
betrayal and depression.
Tarantino reported that only six 
people had been given the script, 
Bruce Dern (“Nebraska”), Tim 
Roth (“Pulp Fiction”), Michael 
Madsen (“Kill Bill”), and their 
respective agents, so he suspects 
one of  the actors’ agents was 
responsible.  
Madsen and Roth are both “A 
Band Apart” alumni – both cast 
in Tarantino’s first film “Reservoir 
Dogs” – making their innocence 
more probable. 
Tarantino has stated he believes 
there is no way Tim Roth could be 
responsible. 
Despite speculation, due to the 
nature of  this leak, the culprit will 
likely never be discovered. 
This is a troubling situation, 
but thanks to a questionable move 
by the website “Gawker Media,” 
Tarantino has been given a target 
for his icy cold dish of  revenge. 
After the website openly re-
leased the script to the public as 
their own story, Tarantino has 
decided to sue them for one mil-
lion dollars for encouraging illegal 
copyright infringement. 
Although a new film from 
Tarantino before 2016 would be a 
case of  divine intervention, he did 
report to Flemming that there is 
another script he has been work-
ing on. 
With the announcement of  
this project and the potential of  
the elusive “The Hateful Eight” 
coming in novel form, Tarantino 
will still continue to entertain au-
diences nonetheless. 







Arts & Entertainment Editor
By kathErinE colBorn
Managing Editor
Annual student art show
Xavier Gallery displays vast array of student works
“Songs in the Key of...” returns with unique focus
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
The cast rehearsing “Cell Block Tango” for the show.
Newswire photos by Mac Schroeder
Xavier Players opens its fourth 
production of  its 2013-14 sea-
son with “Songs in the Key of… 
Diaries.” With last year’s “Songs in 
the Key of… Love,” there is much 
anticipation for this year’s produc-
tion and its unique theme. 
“Songs in the Key of… Diaries” 
is Xavier Players’ second annual 
musical production, centralized 
around 10 individuals struggling 
with their secrets. 
The show depicts how these 
secrets affect the relationships 
they have with themselves and 
others and how they conflict with 
their convictions of  the world. 
Five women and men make 
up the ensemble, singing popular 
musical numbers such as “Cell 
Block Tango” from “Chicago” 
and “Mama Who Bore Me” from 
“Spring Awakening.” 
The production is created sole-
ly by Xavier students, directed by 
junior Alex Spindler, lighting de-
sign by junior Alice Trent and mu-
sical direction by senior Jonathan 
Long.
The performers will be accom-
panied by a string quartet and per-
cussion section, as opposed to the 
backing tracks used in last year’s 
production. 
“Backing tracks don’t allow for 
the swells and dynamics in the 
music that having live musicians 
can,” Long said. “This adds for 
more possibilities for variety in 
the performances as well as more 
student involvement.”
Since the show focuses on se-
crets, the cast and crew are keep-
ing specific details of  the produc-
tion a secret as well. 
“Audiences should expect a 
whirlwind,” production Stage 
Manager Hannah Sheppard said. 
“When you write in a diary, you 
write about other people and 
what they do to you and what 
you do to them, so the show re-
ally comments on the depth of  
relationships.”
Senior cast member Zachary 
Julian said that the production 
portrays a wide range of  secrets. 
“Each character is just open-
ing their diary up 
and showing the 
character’s past,” 
Julian said. 
The cast chose 
to have all pro-
ceeds for the pro-
duction donated 








tion runs 7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 30 – Feb. 2 in the Gallagher 
Student Center Studio Theatre. 
Tickets are $3 and are available 
for purchase from 3-6 p.m. Jan. 29 
and Jan. 30 in Gallagher Student 
Center and online at www.xavier-
players.com 
The Xavier University Art 
Gallery buzzed with the inter-
est of  nearly a hundred visitors 
throughout the night of  the re-
ception for the annual Student Art 
Show, which opened last Friday.  
There was a good mix of  stu-
dents, teachers and friends of  the 
Xavier community enjoying the 
show, and some artists even sold a 
few works to visiting patrons.  
Some of  the artists also an-
swered questions and described 
their creative and technical pro-
cesses to interested visitors.  
With such excellent variety and 
quality, this is one of  the best col-
lections of  Xavier student work in 
recent years.  
The show will be open from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday in the A.B. Cohen 
Center until February 7.





Features EditorBaby it’s cold
outside
Cinnamon Dolce syrup (one pump 
for every 4 ounces of  apple juice), 
apple juice, 1/4 teaspoon cinnamon, 
1/4 teaspoon sugar, whipped cream 
and caramel.
Caramel Apple Spice
What you will need:
What you will need:
What you will need:
What you will need:
What you will need:
What you will need:
1. Stir Cinnamon Dolce syrup and 
apple juice in saucepan and warm on 
medium-low heat.
2. Stir in cinnamon and sugar until 
dissolved.
3. Add desired amount of  whipped 
cream and caramel.
What you will do:
What you will do:
What you will do:
What you will do:
What you will do:What you will do:
Atole
1/2 cup masa flour, 5 cups milk, 1/4 
cup fine chopped piloncillo, 1/4 tea-
spoon ground cinnamon and 2 tea-
spoons vanilla extract.
1. Whisk milk and masa flower into 
large saucepan until all lumps are 
gone.
2. Add piloncillo, vanilla extract and 
cinnamon. Stir until all are dissolved 
completely.
3. Put saucepan on hot stove and stir 
until desired temperature.
Hot Spiced Cider
1/2 cup apple juice, 1/2 cup water, 1/4 cup 
concentrated orange juice, 1/4 cup concen-
trated lemonade, 1/4 teaspoon nutmeg, 1/4 
teaspoon ginger, 1 teaspoon brown sugar, 1 
whole clove and 1 cinnamon stick.
1. Combine apple juice, water, orange juice and 
lemonade in saucepan and keep on medium-
low heat until warm.
2. Stir in nutmeg, ginger and brown sugar. 
3. Add clove and cinnamon stick. Let sit for 2 
minutes.
Nutella Hot Chocolate
1 cup milk, 2 tablespoons Nutella 
and a saucepan.
1. Set stove on medium-low heat and 
pour 1/4 cup milk into a saucepan.
2. Add 2 tablespoons Nutella.
3. Whisk ingredients until blended.
4. Pour 3/4 cup milk into the sauce-
pan  and stir until frothy.
5. Add whipped cream, marshmal-
lows or cinnamon for some pizazz. 
2 cups milk, 2 cups water, 1 table-
spoon black tea, 2 tablespoons dark 
brown sugar, 6 whole cloves, 1/2 
teaspoon cardamom, 1/2 teaspoon 
ground ginger, 3 peppercorns and 1 
cinnamon stick 
1. Mix all ingredients in medium 
saucepan and boil.
2. Let simmer for 5 minutes.
3. Let steep for 5 minutes. 
4. Strain in fine sleeve.
Cardamom Coffee
Crushed seeds from one cardamom pod, 
3/4 cup low-fat milk, 3 tablespoons finely 
ground coffee and sugar.
1. Set stove on medium-low heat and stir 
seeds from cardamom pod and milk for 
about five minutes.
2. Heat 3/4 cup water to almost boiling 
and pour into a mug over coffee grounds.
3. Stir milk and sugar into cup.
It’s easy to fall prey to the freezing 
temperatures invading campus. Try 
a few of these hot drinks to keep 
warm.
All photos courtesy of Google Images
All recipes courtesy of Pinterest
*Piloncillo can be replaced with sugar
*Cardamom can be replaced with cinnamon, nutmeg or ginger
Spiced Chai 
Tea
*Peppercorns can be replaced by 
regular black pepper
